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Photo of £mma ^Jh/ttln (Bonn) 18^0 
Removal of §/uave QeAtlficate 
flodea ALaa Qemeteny 

Washington Qounty QeneJtal Assembly. Tlep/ieA enintlveA 
§eo/iye Peacock flette/i & envelope) and tAondlatlon 
fiadcliffe Family Quint 
P/wbiny Hou/i AnceAio/i a P/iobate Reco/idd 

Queried fa a. August ( j 

yJe would like, to ihanh ike following fox iheLn. cvrityilbutivrui to thud l^Ukie ; 
fyihen Sialyl Padcliffe - tlewank, Qallfo/inla 
Kathy Fit^laff - LdPonte, Texad 
Orua (jaAiiru Oainld - Adington, Pennsylvania 
%an lllinlfsied (pie - Hiloxi, fltAALwlppl 
£uyene QieAAon - P/uescott, A/iigona 
$une Thomad - £ligabelh Qity^i^Q. 
$ohn Oden - Ptneioun, /V. Q 
ileAedith SaundenA - Plymouth, A } . Q. 
Blanche §uMyanuA - Plymouth, /V. Q 



The {dito/vd neAewe the /light to edit matenlaLd /submitted fo/i publication. ♦ 

Qua. monthly meeting, of the Washington Qounty QeneaLogLcal Society tailL meet Sund, 
August 26, IfflO at J; 00 P$ la the Washington Qounty Libnanjy . We. always meet on iker 
last Sunday of the month unless it faltd on a holiday and then we. meet the Sunday 
befo/ve • £yeAyone Id invited . 



J 




Thymoulh Township - WaAhinQlori Qounly - fLymoulk, /V. Q 

Seancked - Feb /many. //, 1^0 by Vance <£ VeAonica tfatkett 

Location- Follow tiwy 6k io Old %open. flood- fad* ftoxle fteete Road-On ike. 
~LepL by a isiee and nexi ioHob ^Lucun?4~£enjze i/iLd y/mve 
yand-ftlLleage. L 7 miler Only one iomb Atone, can be found* 



/• Aui4, Ho^ea 
3n memo ny of. HoAea ALaa 
BoATL-flay 22, IJ8I 
Died: November 6, 1820 



WaAkinyion Qouniy Qenennl Addembly, 
HepneA eniativeA 



/Vane 



1 eOAA 



one 



ikleA Hcuidy, 1800-1803 

3daac Long* I $00 

gohn guy£xen, l80t-l802 

Samel QkeAdon 1802 

Edmund Blount /80J 

Laven Boatman 180^-1808 

fodepk QuiLsiopkeA* t80k-l806 

john F/waqa* . . . . . 1807-1808 

goALch FioweAA /809-/8/0 

/809 

Samuel Bhuni I8l0-l8ll 

William QaAA&tt l8l I 

Daniel Bateman I8l2-l8l8 

^amed /-/teemaru /8/2 

£gekial kcuididon l8(j 

) i v lileA Hcvidy. l8lk 

gained h Ajzemaru ....18/5 

7ay.lo/i U. li/alkeA. l8l6 

7Kdokl6 B.Houghton 18/7-/8/9 

QerLpmin. / ojihisvgion. .... l8l^-lu20 

AaAfjn HannLdoru 1 8 20 

il/ULLom A. Bo $nan. 1 82 1- 1 822 



to 



Jnfo/imation Ajzco/ided pwm; tio/itk 



AbneA.ti.VaLl 1821-22 

Samuel Davenpo/d. l822-l82k 

Taylon. H. WalkeA. 1 822- 1 82k 

AbneA.tt.Vall 1 82k- 1 825 

William A.Bognaru l82$-l828 

fete*. 0. fleet. l82k-l826 

William g. AmiAtead. 1 826- 1 827 

AbneA.tt.ValL 1827-182$ 

Fund* WoauL 1827- 1 828 

Thomas SandeAAon. 1 828- 1 82$ 

game* A. Qi&Adon. I82$-I83l 

Thomas B.Houghton. 1 82$- 1 8 JO 

UnLah IV. SwanneA. 1 8 JO- l8j2 

IVaiAWi Beckmlih, /8J/-/8J2 

Samuel HamLldon. /8j2-/8j^ 

goAeph. A. tio/iman. I832'l833 

QxwiieA Tkelpd 1833-18$ 

Absalom Davenpont* •••••••••••••/<? 3^ ^35 

U/iLak W. Svxmneju 183^/833 

fcdkua S.Siuift..... 18^-183? 

David Qfryikesu 1838- 1 8k I 

$odepk Q MoACorru 1 8^2- 1 8^3 

be continued 

(jjAoJUurwL CjoveAnmervt I5$5rl979 



> rff ff/i/f^/j/l/*/f;f/f/J/f/f/f/f/Jf/ f Af/f/lf/f/f/l/f/f/f/f/l/CT7Tn 
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Attention ftlembeAA ; 

3f you kaven ! i already dent me youjt picture and Jnfonmation ikat 3 /lexgieAied fo/i 
ike QiaAten Ulemben Booklet ikat 3 am compiling , pleaAe do do doon . 3 don f i want any- 
one left out . the doonen J yet ike info/motion , ike Aoonen 3 can complete ike booklet 
do It mill be /ueady fo/i mailing, io you at ike fuut of ike yean ♦ Anyone Joininy ouji 
Society ffiom [ffanck 1^0 io Dexiemben 1^0 id claAdified ad a Qymten ftembe/i . Send info 
io adoUeAd on ike membe/iAkio blank . 



n 



y <- y ,</ . 




W t 




■ -r <? 4 ^yy / d'A -/s \ 





Letter on pneviou* page and envelop* above L* in ike genealogy VentLcle File in 
ike Month (anoUna State Liknwvy. OnLgLnol La ouned by DonnLe QU-f^rt Knowle*. Below 
L* a tnanMxvtLori with additional punctuation* by Venonlca Ha*keLL 

Envelope : To flL £lL$abetk Peacock 

Mean, Plymouth Roanoke 

Month (anolina. Tennell Qounty 

Letter : M< 26 % W 2 , . 

,%y Dewi 3 take thi* oppontunLiy of wnlting. to you by a *loop that. ±* 

bninginy *ome of the paA*eng.enA good* to UHncUoA. And my Dean. iheAe few 

Hn.^ uuM. find you and ike chiMien in good, health. And thank* be. to Qod 

3 am a* weJUL oa can be. expected aften a long, and tegouA voyaye.lVe asuiived 

on tkU month the l6 day. afJbn. a voyage of 10 week* paA*aye at J} pound of 

bAjead a week. And even since ha* had no fneJi pnovUion* *ince we came, in. 

And the. mo*t of qua. people I* gone a shone. But 3 expect to Aee you all in 

a few week* . And if anything, should happen to me , tkene I* above eight 

month pay due to me betide* what 3 have in my (heAt . No mone at pnesent . 

Fnom youn loving. ku*band Cjeonye Peacock . Rememben me to youn mothen. and 

Bnoiken. and SlstenA . And 3 wLih 3 wo* home . 



r f rr .,.,, l iiiiiii W ifpii»«iHiiiiiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiwfiwtiiiiiwii»/i>wr 



Leiten* give u* gjieat live* at tkeLn. mo*i choAactenlAtic , tkein mo*t 
aloniou* , and theLz mo*i tennihle moment* . Rene kUiony and biogAopky 
meet . 

... W, Lincoln SchuAteft . . . 



Esther Blair Radclif fe 
6291 Rockrose Drive 
Newark, CA 94560 
(415) 471-3798 
12 Jun 1990 



4 Horace Pittnan RATCLIFF 



B 09 Sep 1911 Pineccvn.NC 
H 29 Hay 1941 Bath,NC 
Living Route I Pinetown,NC 



1 Harold Pittaan RADCLIFFB 



B 06 Har 1941 Pantego.IC 
M 31 Dec 1964 Hayward,CA 
Living Newark, CA 



5 Cassa Anderson CRADDOCK 



B 01 Jun 1919 Pantego,NC 
H 29 Hay 1941 Baca,HC 
D 19 Feb 1946 Pineto»n,NC 



13 John Nicholson RATCLIFF 



B 19 Aug 1884 Free Union, NC 

H 02 Nov 1910 Bath,NC 

D 02 Har 1968 Washington, NC 



14 Lula Frances EVERETT 



B 29 Nov 1894 Long Acre,NC 
H 02 Nov 1910 Bath.NC 
D 20 Oct 1923 Pinetown,f)C 



53 Henry N. CRADDOCK 



B ca 1873 Plymouth, NC 
H 14 Aug 1909 Plymouth, HC 
D 15 Jan 1938 Free Union, NC 



94 Cora Lee PEGRAH 



B 07 Jul 1890 Hyde Co.,NC 
H 14 Aug 1909 Plymouth, NC 
D 26 Jul 1981 Pantego,NC 



15 Benjamin H. RATCLIFF 

B 24 Nov 1849 Bath,NC 
H 01 Jan 1874 Bath,NC (?) 
D 23 Apr 1913 PinetownJC 

16 Emily E. GURKIN 



200 Charles Henry RATCLIF SR. 



1201 Bvaline LINTON 



30 William John GURKIN SR. 



B 01 Jun 1845 Long Acre.NC 131 Hary UNKNOWN 

H 01 Jan 1874 Bath,NC (?) 
D 11 Jun 1915 Bath.HC 

25 THOHAS EVERETT 

21 David Dorson EVERETT 



B 09 Oct 1856 ?inetown,NC 
H 1889 Beaufort County, NC 
D 26 Nov 1922 PinetownJC 

22 Martha RESPESS 

I 

B 27 Dec 1867 Bath,NC 
H 1889 Beaufort County, NC 
D 28 Dec 1960 Washington, NC 

472 Levi CRADDOCK 
B ca 1832-33 

M 09 Feb 1862 Plymouth, NC 
D before 1898 PlyacutMC 

473 Mary Jane CRADDOCK 



126 Susan WATERS 

i 

23 John Robert RESPESS 

. i 

i 

!24 Hatilida SMITH 



656 Hartin Baily CRADDOCK 



B 07 May 1843 Plymouth, NC ! 657 Pasty UNKNOWN 
H 09 Feb 1862 Plymouth, NC 
D 29 Jun 1924 Plymouth, NC 

110 Singleton G.W. PEGRAH 

93 John (Johnnie) PEGRAH 



B 22 Jun 1865 Hyde Co., SIC 
H 12 Jan 1886 Hyde Co.,NC 
D 10 Oct 1955 Washington, NC 

109 Sarah ROSE 

r 

B 03 Mar 1855 Hyde Co.,NC 
H 12 Jan 1886 Hyde Co.,NC 
D 16 Mar 1929 Hyde Co.,NC 



1476 Hcranda UNKNOWN 

t 

101 Jeptha F. ROSE 

I 

1102 Allie H. BR INN 



A/vtLde fnom (plxtnial Horned fthgaguie - $une 

Probing your ancestors' 
probate records 



By Myra Vanderpool Gormley, C.G. 

Some of the most useful genealogical 
resources available today are probate 
records — the legal documents, such as wills 
and inventories, pertaining to a person's 
estate. For the researcher, the greatest value 
of these records lies in the relationships 
among the people they mention. 

In early America, the number of people 
who left wills was greater than we might sup- 
pose. Land was cheap, and most of the pop- 
ulation was rural; so even the poorest of our 
ancestors usually owned property and had an 
estate to be administered. 

Of course, not everyone left a will. But 
even if your ancestor died intestate (without a 
will), records would still have been generat- 
I ed in probate court. 

! In addition to uncovering family ties 
j through probate records, you can gain 
insights into what your ancestors owned and 
valued. For example, on May 12, 1779, my 
ancestor Rebecah Vanderpool left a will in 
Washington County, Tenn. Ordinary in most 
) respects, it gave money, plates, pewter 
dishes, queen's china, fire tongs, pots and 
pans, cattle and horses, and two sets of plow 
irons to her children. Extraordinarily, how- 
ever, it also bequeathed "some small 
books," thus underscoring the value accord- 
ed books on the Tennessee frontier. 

The books may indicate that Rebecah and 
her family were literate. (Many of our Colo- 
nial ancestresses could read and write.) But 
despite her reverence for words, Rebecah 
"made her mark" on her will — as did many 
Early American women — probably at the 
suggestion of an official. 

Some of your ancestors' wills may amuse 
you. One famous will says "To my son I 
leave the pleasure of earning a living." Oth- 
ers may perplex you. For example, in a 1682 
will, a Massachusetts man gave much of his 
estate to his sons. But he bequeathed "the 
great chest and the highest chair in the room 
wherein we live" to his second wife. He stip- 
ulated, however, that the pieces be "re- 
stored" (returned) to his sons if she remar- 
ried or when she died. He also stated that she 
could "enjoy the parlor wholly for one 
year. ' ' 

Finding the probate records of an ancestor 
) is one of the easiest parts of genealogical 
research — if you know the county in which 
he died. Discovering the county may be dif- 
ficult, however. If your ancestor lived to a 
ripe old age, he probably moved in with one 



of his children in later years. Thus, you may 
have to track all his children to find where he 
died. (This includes daughters and even 
granddaughters, whose married names you 
may not know. To learn these names, you f 
can consult the marriage records of the coun- 
ties in which they lived.) 

You need to know the county because 
most states organize their probate records by 
county. States have different names for the 
courts that handle these records: circuit, 
county, district, orphan's, probate, superior, 
or surrogate. These courts have county juris- 
diction. 

Note that in Rhode Island, however, the 
records are kept by town, and the state is 
divided into probate districts. 

Probate records are often indexed alpha- 
betically by the name of the deceased (or by 
the name of the ward for guardianships). 
Many of these indexes are on microfilm, but 
few of them have been published. In them 
you'll find the type of case (a will, for exam- 
ple), the year it occurred, and the probate, or 
docket, number. Particularly in New En- 
gland states, where detailed records have 
long been kept, you may need the docket 
number to refer to other indexes that are 
arranged chronologically by docket number. 

If you know the county in which your 
ancestor died, consult the Handy Book for 
Genealogists (Everton Publishers, Box 368, 
Logan, Utah 84321). The book is in most 
libraries that have a genealogy section. It is 
arranged alphabetically by state and then by 
county, giving the county seat, the years the 
records cover, and the title of the official 
who handles them. 

For example, if you know your ancestor 
died in Bowling Green, Ky., first determine 
what county that town is in. To do this, con- 
sult the post office guides that include the 
counties, or use an atlas. Once you know that 
Bowling Green is in Warren County and, in 
fact, is the county seat, the Handy Book will 
tell you that the county clerk has probate 
records dating from 1800. 

County officials will check the indexes to 
their probate records for you via the mail. 
Limit each search request to a ten-year span, 
and always include a business-size (No. 10), 
self-addressed stamped envelope with your 
letter. If your ancestor appears in a particular 
record, ask for a photocopy of it. Note, how- 
ever that some probate files are enormous, 
especially if a will was contested or if a per- 
son died intestate and had many heirs from 
multiple marriages. 



You may also find probate materials in 
various genealogical journals, such as the 
New England Historic and Genealogical 
Register. In addition, the Family History 
Library of the Mormon church has micro- 
filmed many probate records and indexes in 
this country and abroad. You may consult 
these microfilmed records at the main 
library, in Salt Lake City, Utah, or at its 
many branches throughout the United States 
and Canada. (The branch nearest you can 
obtain the records, and you can use them 
there.) 

Study probate records carefully. An over- 
looked sentence might contain a valuable 
clue. And examine the original records rather 
than abstracts of them because abstracts fre- 
quently contain errors. 

Keep in mind that the term "infant, ' ' often 
found in probate records, indicates that the 
person was not of legal age. The term "or- 
phan" usually refers to a person whose father 
had died. 

For a bird's-eye view of your family's 
social status and wealth, obtain a copy of 
your ancestor's estate inventory, often found 
in his probate records. It is especially helpful 
to compare your ancestor's estate with others 
of his period and locale. A 200-acre estate in 
Virginia may seem substantial today, but you 
may discover that 1 ,000-acre plantations 
were common in early Virginia. 

An estate inventory can also provide a 
glimpse into the personal life of a decedent — 
his occupation, his fortune, and the times in 
which he lived. In the absence of other pro- 
bate records, the inventory can also give you 
some indication of his approximate time of 
death — important when trying to distinguish 
between individuals with the same name. 

If you find a will executed by a woman, it 
means she was most likely a widow. Until 
recent times, married women did not own 
property and, thus, could not legally make a 
will. 

Wills can be a source of great frustration to 
researchers. You may find, for instance, that 
your ancestor's will simply left land to "all 
my children" or to "my wife" and does not 
mention their names. 

You may learn through probate records 
that there were bitter feelings and strained 
relationships among your ancestors. For 
example, in a will dated 1763, one man 
hoped that his "bad" wife would inherit as 
little as possible. 

To understand probate records, you may 
have to check Black's Law Dictionary, for- 
eign-language dictionaries, and other refer- 
ence works. One researcher found that his 
ancestor, who died in Louisiana, left such 
things as a calaiche and a meulle a filee. 
Using a French dictionary, he determined 
that calaiche was probably calash, a carriage 
with a folding top, and meulle a filee was 
either a small mill or a grindstone. 




Fon. au.eni.ed #l-#3 lifted below , pleaAe contact : 
Katky Fit^Laff-3207 Bayou D/u-LaPonte, TexaA 77571 

1. Need info on Luke. ^ell-Bonn: ca 1675 In Sunny (ounty, Vi 
t^jAnled'ca 1706-07 io Sojwk (haAleion-(D.)ca (p.?* 

2. Anyone, having, info on Benjamin 'RickandAon (m)Sanah <U.$eZL 
ifanjiLage Bond: 1767 lynneli (ounty, /V. (. 

J. Am needing, info on Hugh Smil/uuLck who come, io N.(. ca 
166 i. HiA AonA wene. £dwand & Johru^dwand SmUhuiLck waA a. 

memben. of HouAe of BungeAA 1703-04. Milling, io Aoaa and lctc/co*ne*£, / 

exchange, info & maieniald. L ^Ay\^>» ^' f f 

k. Looking, fon. info on QoJibxA of PaAquotank (ounty, N.(. I I 

(joAeph, ThomaA,John, & FiAhen) John <2 FiAen. wene. wUh (apt. BeaAley f A Unit 
I756.(oniact;0na QaAkind DainiA-ll J2 Highland Ave-Adinglon, fa. tfOO I (Phone ^21 5-887-70° 5) 

5.0 would like, any info on Samuel S.Saujyen/m)-,^cuiy(ihmie)^ilton^Tke^ chiMnen. wen&'i^innie 
(Leigh.) Land, §eonge, Sue, Stenling. (Samuel) , Helen, & IVoodnow. PleaAe contact: : 
'Joan Winifned (ple-350 Fainview Onive-Biloxi, ftLuLteippL $531 . 

6. Will appneciate. any Info, eApecialby with ziefesienceA on. "p/toof'of quenied lUted below, 
(pniact: {ugene. (keAAon-640 (pAmoA ll)ayr 'P/ieAcoti,A/u\pna 86 J) J 

. *Abnen, KnowleA- (B) :3/veland?, Lifted I786 PeAxpimanA (o., it (.-may have been faihen, of 
ThomaA KnowleA (B) ca l8l$- (0) ca i860. 

*AAbAam (Ab/iaham) (keAAon: (B) ca I780,liAied in 1820, l8jp (tewed ad cenAUA manJwll), & 
1 8k) lilaJungton (p. (enAuA-lVay have ($)HeA&en.A.(h.venpon£>Alive in l8k6. 

*BenjjamLn QieAAon; (3): ca 1775; in (800 IVaAhinglon (o. cenAUA with wife (pnobably Sanoh 
PaAnemoAe,(iV ca Jan. l800) and Amall child; in 1 820 cenAUA. A youngen, Benjamin (keAAon 
poAAibly a ton, appeanA In laten. WaAningion (ounty, /V. (. n,econdd. 

*(anoljyn (keAAon: lifted in the I85O cenAUA fon. JynAell (ounty, N.(. 

*(hanleA (keAAon : (B) : ca I78O, .LUted 1 8 10 WaAnington (punty cenAUA. 

*fli (£t& ^Ujah) (keAAon: (B): ca I785, lifted in 1810, 2D,J3 t kO 'VaAhinglon (ounty cenAUA. 

*Naomi ??: pnobably mannLed a (keAAon, (B);ca l8lO;lUted in I85O Washington (p. cenAUA . 
with chUdien:F/ied (23), Pay (2l),(hanlotte (l8), William (l5),(hanleA (lo)& I'JilAonfj). 
i860 (enAUA lUiA I'JlLon in a PkelpA household; the oihenA have not been located. On 
I87O (enAUA iLdiA (honied (keAAon-kead of household at LeeA iMLL On the 1880 (enAUA, 
Naomi QieAAon it in ike houAeko.ld of fi.Alexanden. & Qvmloite Alexander (pnobably befo/ie 
mojiniage woa (hanlotte (keAAon)wiih 3 childnm. Naomi may have been mannied io £li 
QieAAon & maybe mannied Henman Bodweli on 25 Feb 18$!. 

*John (keAAov Bonn: hefone 1755, lUted in 1810 & 1820 I'JaAhingion (ounty (enAUA. 
*John (keAAon: Bonn: ca 1775, iLdied in l8lO & 1 820 WaAhington (ounty (enAUA. 
*Joteph (heAAom Bonn: ca I785, lifted in 1 8 10 ttoAhingion (ounty (enAUA. 
*JoAua (heAAon: (B);befone 1775, lUted in I786 TynneU- 1800, l8lO (VaAkwgion (o.(enAut 
v ,^antha QieAAon: Jjuiixd in ike 1 8 50 (enAUA fon. Jynjiell (ounty, i\'.(. 

Of the undenlined nameA in queny $6-need panentA, bnoihenA & AiAi&nA, ApouAef 4) 
& childnen, binih, mannixige, & death daieA. (pniact: £ugene QieAAon ( addjvzAA above). 



